																	HIGHWAYS INFORMATION:
There is lots happening to raise awareness of the work of the highways team.
· Follow our new LinkedIn showcase page for regular updates on highways maintenance.
· Don't forget our place pages. These will continue to evolve but are designed to help residents understand what's going on in their area and how it contributes to the bigger picture for Oxfordshire.
· Take a look at our highways blogs and share links where you feel it might be useful.
For pre-prepared wording, explainer videos and graphics to help you share information with your communities, visit our highways communication portal.

Gully cleaning: To see where we'll be this month, visit the cleaning drains and gullies section on our website. To access wording to use in your own newsletters or to download an explainer video, visit the gully cleaning portal.

Resurfacing: Since May, we've been carrying out a programme of resurfacing on 38 roads covering approximately 115,000 square metres of carriageway. This programme is on track to end in November, with the remaining planned works listed on our website.





































		Latest LGR update: Timetable changes
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				The government has announced a new minded-to decision to replace the seven existing councils in Oxfordshire and West Berkshire with three new unitary councils.
· Greater Oxford Council
· North Oxfordshire Council
· Ridgeway Council
The outcome remains the same, but the timetable has changed: elections to shadow authorities are planned for May 2028, with the new councils going live on 1 April 2029.  Read more on our news pages.





































		County Hall is closing from 11 December
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				From Friday 11 December, County Hall will close to members of the public and all colleagues. 
Our reception for residents will relocate to the ground floor of Westgate Library and the teams based at County Hall will move to other buildings. If you are in contact with a team directly, their telephone number and email address will remain the same unless you hear from them directly.
Our new address will be: Oxfordshire County Council, Midland House, West Way, Botley, Oxford OX2 0PH
Please update your records and use this address for future correspondence from 11 December. If others in your organisation need to know about the change, please forward details on to them.





































		Acting now to improve Oxfordshire’s roads
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				Pre-surface dressing patching work is now underway on 166 roads across Oxfordshire repairing potholes, cracks and weakened areas ahead of preventative surface dressing in spring 2027.
The programme will continue until February, helping strengthen roads, extend their lifespan and reduce the need for future repairs and delivering better value for money.
Works take place at night to limit disruption.











































		Help us tackle potholes faster
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				Please encourage people to report potholes through FixMyStreet. Adding clear photos can help our highways team assess and prioritise repairs more quickly, sometimes without needing a site visit.
📸 A wide shot showing the location and a close-up showing the size of the pothole are most helpful. Please only take photos when it’s safe to do so.
Our potholes portal has graphics, videos and text you can use.





































		Winter preparedness



	
















																[image: ]






				
Preparing for winter goes well beyond gritting. Throughout the warmer months, our highways teams have been strengthening Oxfordshire’s roads through resurfacing, surface dressing, drainage improvements and preventative repairs, helping the network cope with colder, wetter weather.
Find out from Councillor Liz Leffman how we’ve been preparing Oxfordshire’s roads for winter





































		Building happier, healthier workforces
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				More than 40 Oxfordshire organisations have already signed up to Thrive at Work Oxfordshire. Could your workplace be one of the next to join?
This free programme helps organisations put workplace wellbeing into practice, with manager training, practical tools and resources, specialist support and insights to help understand what employees need.
Find out more and sign up, and please share with organisations in your networks.





































		Baby Week Oxfordshire (14-20 November)



	




												[image: ]






				Baby Week (14 to 20 November) celebrates the importance of early childhood and helps families connect with local activities and support.
Please help promote Baby Week events  and support available through Best Start Family Hubs.  Ready-to-use messages and graphics are available in our communications toolkit.





































		Please keep sharing traffic filter info
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				Almost six weeks in, your continued support is really appreciated, particularly in reaching people who may not use social media.
Please keep sharing our ready-to-use resources to help people understand the changes, permits and their travel choices.





































		The Oxfordshire Flood Toolkit
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				With wetter and stormier weather forecast, now’s the time to prepare for flooding.
The Oxfordshire Flood Toolkit contains practical advice for homeowners, businesses and communities, including flood prevention tips and guidance on what to do before, during and after flooding.










































		NHS Health Checks for ages 40 to 74
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				Please help us spread the word about NHS Health Checks.
Eligible people aged 40 to 74 can get a free NHS Health Check, helping them stay on top of their health and identify potential problems early.
Please encourage people to book when invited. Our NHS Health Checks communications toolkit has ready-to-use content to share with your audiences.





































		Help raise awareness of private fostering
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				Could you help spread the word about private fostering?Private fostering is when a child is cared for by someone who isn’t their parent or close relative for 28 days or more. Many people don’t realise these arrangements must be reported to the council.
Please help families recognise private fostering and help spread the word by using our communications toolkit.








	































		Local support for rough sleepers
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				StreetLink is a service that helps residents report people sleeping rough and connects them to local support teams and charities. It would be great if you could help share details of this important service.
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